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FOR THE UNIVERSALIST MAGAZINE. 


LETTER XV. 


INQUIRY CcOYTCERNING THE 
PHRASE, SPIRIT OF GOD. 
(Couvclnded from page 54.) 


Sir.—1 shall now gather up the fragments, by col- 
tecting all the remaining texts which speak of the 
Spirit. and close these communications Many of these 
texts have no particalar bearing on the question,—/s 
L do not wish 
to pass them over altogether in silence, as 1 


the Spirit a thord person inthe Godhead. 
however, 
promis sed to give all the texts where the words ruh 
and pneuma, rendered spirit, occur, that the reader, 
may see and judge for himself. 

The term spirit, seems to be psed in the following 
texts, to designate the new from the old dispensation, 
Phil. iit. 3, 23. 2Cor. vi. 8. This is at 
least implied in them. Jn the following texts, it re- 
fers to teachers, or the doctrine taught by them, 1 John 
iv. 1--3. 1 Cor. xiv. 32. 2 Thes. ii. 2. These sen 
ses of the word Spirit are perbaps conveyed in some 
other texts already noticed, and which shall come into 


John iv. 


view in this letter. 

In the following texts, the word spirit is used to ex- 
press natural life, the mind, or some one of its powers. 
We dee 


here, if it were even in all cases possible. 


em it unnecessary to distinguish with accuracy 
It would be 
aside from our grand object, which is merely to exam- 
ine, if in any instance, the term spirit means a third 
person iv the trinity. Job xxxiv.14. Numb. xvi. 22, 
and xxvii. 16. 1] Sam.xxx. 12. Rev. 
xiii. 15. Job vi.4. Ps. 
exliii. 3,'7. Job. xxvii. 


Judges xv. 19. 
Isa. xlii. 5. Eccles. viii. 8. 


Luke viii. 55. James ii. 26. 


3. These, and the following texts, all refer to the nat- | we read also of ‘ta new spirit,” Ezek. xi. 19, and XViii. 
or to the mind, which must be left to the | 31. and xxxvi. 26. 


ural life, 
reader to class at his leisure. 
reference to the subject of the trinity. 
greater part of the following texts, refer to what we 


call the mind. Prov. xv. 13, and xvi. 32. Eccles. 
x. 4, Isa. liv. 6. Mal. ii. 16. Gen. xli. 8. Exod. | 
xxxv. 2]. Ezra i. 5. 


Dan. ii. 1. Psal. xxxii. 2, Rev. xvi. 2. 
14. Gen. xlv. 27. Ezek. xxi. 7. Rev. xv. 4. 
Kings xxi. 5. Exod. vi. 9. Numb. xiv. 24. 

Xxxii. 18. xviii. 14. Zech. xii. 1. 
22. Job vii. 11, and xxi. 4. Dan ii. 
3, and exlii. 3, and cxliii. 4, and 
Isa. xxvi. 9. Ezek. iii. 14. Jobxv. 13. 


Prov. 
Eccle. vii. 9. 

3. Psalm Ixxvii. 

ixxvii. 6. 


t Cor. xvi. 18. Mat. xxvi. 41. Mark xiv. 38. Acts 
xvii. 16, and xx. 22. 2Cor. vii. 13. Mat.v.3. Luke 
» 80, and ji, 40. Acts xviii. 5,25. Rom. xii. 11. 
Acts xix. 21. Rom.i. 9. 2Cor. ii. 13. 1 Cor. vi. 
20, and vii. 34. 2 Cor. xii. 18. Lukeix. 55. 2Cor. 


vi. 1. Gal. v.17, and vi. 18. 

lem 25. 1 Peteriv. 6. Psalm li. 
Wii. 15,16. 1 Thes. v. 23 
Y.4. Luke i. 47. Heb. iv. !2. Job. x. 12. 
2x1x. 24, Job xxxii. 8. Psal. xxiv. 18. It appears 
to me, that in many of the above texts, to substitute 
the word mind instead of spirit, gives a more clear and 
definite meaning to the passages. That dur transla- 


2 ‘Tim. iv. 22. 
10. Col. ii. 5. Isa. 
Isa. xxxviii. 16. 


r 





None of them have any | excellent spirit,” Proverbs xvii. 27. 
Perhaps the | | spirit,”? Prov. xvi. 19, and xxix. 23. 





Psalm. Ixxviii. 8, and cvi. 33.! and a quiet spirit,” 1 Peter iii. 4. 
1 Cor. xiv. ‘sorrowful spirit,” 1 Sam. i. 15, and compare Genesis 
1 | xxvi. 35. 


Job! ii. 11, 17, 26, and iv. 4, 6, and vi. 9. Isa. -Ixv. 14, 
Proy. xvii. | 





|e spirit of Jealousy,”? Numb. v. 14, 30. 
Phi- | judgment,” Isaiah iv. 4, and xxviii. 6. 


1 Cor. | John iv. 3. 
Isaiah | 


pr = eye oe me 


In the following passages, it is applied to the mind|2 Chron. xviii. i. 22, “An evil spirit,” 1 Sam. xvi. 1 
of Christ. Mark ii. 8 and viii, 12. Luke x. 21.| 23. Judges ix. 23, 1 Sam. xviii. 10, and xix. 9.— 
33, and xiii. 21. And in the following texts, “Evil spirit,” Luke vii, 21, and viii. 2. “Unclean 
the term spirit signifies the mind of God. Thus in| spirits,’ Zech, xiii. 2. Mat. xii. 43—46, Mark i. 
Isa. xl. 13, it is said, **Who hath directed the spirit af 23—28, and iii, 20—31, and v. 1—21, and vii. 24—31. 
the Lord, or being bis counsellor hath taught him.’ Luke ix. 37, 46, and xi. 14—26, and vi. 33—38.-- 
Torning to Rom. xi. 34, the apostle in quot ng this | Mark iit. B13. Acts. vill. 3. Prov. wvl. 13, 26. 
very passage, substitutes mind for spirit. *tFor who Luke viii. 26—41. Mat. x. 1. Mark vi. 7. Luke 
hath known the mind of the Lord, or who hath been/¥i. 17, 1%. Acts v. 16. “Of an unclean demon.” 
his counsellor.” Again, is vot this its sense, Ezek. | This the same as. ‘tan upelean spirit,” Luke iv, 33.— 
xiii, 4. **Woe unto the foolish prophets, that follow | Compare verse 36. And referring to the above sim- 
their own spirits :*? which is thus explained, verse 2, | | ply ** spirits,” Mat. viii. 16, 17. Luke x. 20. And 
who “prophecy out of their own hearts.” See also 1 ‘‘familiar spirits.’ 2 Chron. xxxiii, 6. Isaiah xix. 14. 
Cor. vii. 40, See on the subject of demons, &c, Farmer and Jahn’s 

Further, the.term spirit, is not only used to “ee Archaiology. 
the soul or mind, but we find it associated with other We read also of “a dumb and foul spirit,” Mark ix.. 
habia’ expressive of various states, tempers, or qualities, 17--27. Rev. xviii. 2, and ofa “‘spirit of divination,” 
of mind. Tho.tevaiapiitt is Sood | Acts xvi. 16--18, and of “a spirit of infirmity,” Luke. 

Ist. To express good tempers, or qualities. Thus xiii. 11. Andof “seducing spirits,’ 1 Tim. iv.1, and 

we read of, “the spirit of wisdom,” Exod. xxviii. 3. of "the spirit that worketh in the children of disobed- 
With this the persons are said to.be filled. In another | ience,’’ Eph. ii. 2. 
place we have shewn, that this is what is called being | Dr. Campbell says, Disser. 6th, “* It is a common 
filled with the spirit of God. Compare with the above idiom among the Jews, to put spirtt before any quality 
text, Exod. xxxi. 2, 3. and xxxv. 31, 32. Also Deut. ascribed toa person, whether it be good or bad, men-- 
xxxiv. 9, and Eph. i. 17. We read also of ‘the spirit , tal or corporeal, Thus the spirit of fear, the spirit of 
of truth.’ 1 John iv. 6, and compare John xiv. 17, and meekness, the spirit of slumber, the spirit of jealouty 
. 13. Also of “the spirit of life.” Rev, xi, 11, and, are used to express habitual fear,” &c. Would‘not - 
compare Rom. viii. 2. “The spirit of grace and sup: the Dr. have expressed more of the truth, had he ad- 
plication,” Zech. xii. 10, Compare Heb. x,.29. * The | ded, that the word Spirit was put before these quali- 
spirit of glory,” 1 Peter iv. 14, ‘The spirit of adop-| ties, to express also the influence or power which they 
tion,” Rom. viii. 15. ‘*The spirit of boliness,” Rom.| had over the persons? But I merely suggest this for 
i. 4, or the holy spirit as some fender the passage.—) considergtion. It is very evident, that the term Spirit 
‘The spirit of my understanding,” Job. xx. 3. ‘*The/|in scripture, conveys the idea of power, and such 
spirit of his mouth,” 2 Thes. ii, 8. ‘* The spirit of | qualities have a power over men. For example, take 
meekness,” 1 Cor. iv. 21, and the spirit of faith, 2 the phrases ‘‘spirit of error,” and “spirit of truth.” — 
Cor.iv. 13. Connected with this we may observe that | The power, or influence of error over men, is as aston 
ishing as it is extensive. It binds men with chains, 
“An! invisible chains, whieh the spirit or power of trath, 
‘* An humble with difficulty can burst asunder. Many kiss their 
Isaiah Ivii. 15. chains and glory in their bondage. How exten- 
“A faithful spirit,” Prov. xi. 13. **A contrite, spirit,” sive, and of long duration, the spirit or power of anti-" 
Psalm xxxiv. 12, and li. 17. IsaiahJvii. 15, 16, and christ has been, is notorious. The severe combats of 
Ixvi. 2. “Patient in spirit,” Eccle. vi. 8. ‘tA meek truth with it, shew its strength. Truth might have 
We also read of accomplished much more, but few comparitively have 
cared about fighting with this sword ; and many, yea, 
I may say all of us, bave still retained, though insensi- 
| ble of it, part of our old accoutrements. © But, there is 
a power and influence in truth, which will.eventually. 
conquer, for great is the truth and must prevail. But 
to return from this digression. 

In Mal. ii. 15, we read of **the residue of the spirit.” 
This is spoken respecting God at the beginning, mak- 
ing only one woman for one man. Had he intended 

Thus we read of more, the residue of the spirit, which evidently meano- 
‘The spirit power, was with God. Now, to speak of the residue- 

“The spirit of a person, is not natural or scriptural. That the’ 
“The spirit of term Spirit is just another word for power, is evident.: 
“ The spirit of antichrist.” 1 Jn Luke v. 17, it is said, .“*the power of the Lord was: 
“The spirit of bondage,”? Rom. viii. 15.— present to heal.’”? Is not this the ‘same as if it had 


“The spirit of the world,”-1 Cor..ii. 12. “The spirit been said, * 


‘The spicit of the Lord was present to: 
of fear,” 2 Tim. i. 7. ‘*The spirit of deepsleep,” Isa, heal,” or, the Lord.was present toheal. Again, Luke 
xxix. 10. Compare Isaiah Ixi. 3, and Romans xi. 8. 


iv. 14, it is said, ‘*And Jesus returned in the power of 
Besides we also read of persons being, “hasty of spirit,” the spirit into Galilee... Is not this the same, as if it 
, Prov. xiv. 29. 


“ Haughty spirit,’ Prov. xvi. 18.— had been said, ** And Jesus returned. in the power of 


John ‘ii. 





**A right spirit,’’ Ps. li. 10. 


““Vexation of spirit,’? Eccles. i. 14, 17, and 


It is easily perceived, that the word Spirit in many 
of these texts, simply signifies mind, and the other epi- 
thets connected with it, designate the particular state 
of it, such as, * an humble mind, 
mind,” &c. 

2d. The term Spirit, is also associated with terms 
expressive of bad qualities of mind. 


vexalion of 


_of whoredoms,”’ Hosea iv. 12, and v. 4. 


error,’’ 1 John iv. 6. 


tors considered the word Ruh, commonly rendered “Proud in spirit,” Eccles. vii. 8. Prov. xxviii. 25, and | the Lord into Galilee?” Jesus and his aposties spoke 
spirit, to mean the mind in some places, is evident, for | “hardened in spirit,” Deut.-ii. 30. 


| 
| 


it is 80 rendered by them in the foll: owing places. Hab. 
oT. Ezek. xx. 32, Prov. xxix. 11. So also is 
Preuma & spirit, rendered mind in Rom, vii. (25. 


| and wrouvht miracles by the spirit. Well, that by 
ln addition to these various uses of the word Spirit, | which they did 80, ir exp ressly called power, Luke iy. 
we read of some persons posse ssed of a “Iving epi | $2,and ix. 1, 43, and_x. 19, Besides, Christ oepere- 


see 1 Kings xxii. 15—40, particularly verse 22 aad 23. ly declares, “ibe Father that dweleth in me, he doeth 


rit. %? 























\ me 





CAG es a ROS OE 





58 


MAGAZINE. 








ee = — Ee - - ———— 





UNIVERSALIST 


the works,” John xiv. 10. That the word Spirit is from him cometh down every good and perfect gift.— 
equivalent to power-—See also Isaiah lix. 19, and Ixiii. Vain man is apt to be proud of his powers, but he for- 


14. Micahii. 7. Hag. ii. 5. 1 Sam. xvi. 13. 


Job | gets that they are gifts bestowed, not for pride and os- 


ee 


| were satisiactory, yet tome they were very inadequate 
He observed that “some people thought better of hy. 
man nature than they ought; as for his part. (he raid) 





xxxiii. 4. Psalm civ. 30. Isaiah iv. 4, and xxviii. 6./tentation, but to be used for the good of his fellow | he though the holy Ghost knew better about it than 


Micah iii. 8. Eph. iii. 16. Phil. i. 19. 
Zach. vi. 8. Job xxvi.13. 1 Kings x. 5. 
i Cor. xv. 45. 
Rev. xvi. 13. 


1 Peter iii.18. 
Job xx.3. 
Mat. x. 20. Zach. xii. 10, and vi. 5. 


creatures. 

2d. If we have not greatly erred, in our examina 
‘tion of the term spirit as used in scripture, our trinita- 
rian friends must be mistaken, in believing the spirit of 





| man; for he (the holy Ghost) said by the prophet [ea- 
| iah (chap. i. 6,) ‘From the sole of the foot even unto 

the head, there is no soundness in it.” Whoever 
_will look at the context, will learn that it was a na- 


In short unless sifts is a third person inthe Godhead | God to be a person in the trinity distinct from God | tional corruption. In the connexion, verse 16, God 


and Christ breathed in his disciples, and said, receive | himself. 


We think it has been shewn, that “spirit of 


bas cominanded these very characters, ‘a seed of evil 


ye this third person, our trinitarian brethren must be; the Lord,” or “spirit of God,” simply signifies the | doers,” saying, ‘‘wash ye, make you clean.” To te}] 


mistaken in their views about this. See John xx. 22. | power of the Lord. It is not another person or being of washing 


Luke xi. 13. 


The ovly remaining texts, where the term spirit is‘ living and true God. 


|in the Godhead, but something belonging to the one 
Idolatry began, by changing the 


found, are those in which it is supposed the soul or glory of the incorruptible God, into an image made 
: ‘ ike ‘ r <i : . 7 ‘ { me é 
disembodied spirit is mentioned. They are the follow. | like to corruptible man. Losing sight of God the Cre-, proposition, was the language oj St. Paul, where he 


ing: Eccles. iii. 2. and xii. 7. Luke xxii. 46. 


xxvii. 50. John xix. 30. Psalm xxxi. 5. 
59. 1Cor. v. 3. Heb. xii, 23. Jobiv 15. 
axiv. 37. Acts xxiii. 8. 


quire any particular notice | pass them over with one 
short remark. People preach, and talk a great deal 


taking his power, or an attribute of himself, for him- 
jself. We would rather blame them, that while they 


g any thing that is but one complete mags of 
filthiness would be an absurdity. What would remain 
lafter it was washed clean ? 


The second evidence, he adduced, io support of this 


Mat. | ator, they began to worship for God the works of his | said, “in me, that is in my flesh dwelleth no good 
Acts vii. ‘hands, We think it is harsh, to accuse our trinita-!thing.”” Cana man be less blind thau the Jews were, 

Luke | rian brethren of idolatry, in covsidering the spirit of , not to see that the apostle did not here mean what this 
But as they do not re-/God a third person in the Godhead. It is only mis- | preacher insinuated? For when he thus spake, it 


Soe after his conversion; after he ‘“*was made free 
from the law of sin.” If St. Paul was then totally de- 


about the soul, or disembodied spirit suffering misery |look on the spirit of God asa third coequal person, | praved in the sense that it is preached in our world, he 


in a future state. 


But | do not find, that in any one of | they do not give to bim more frequent honor and praise. leonld hardly say, in truth, that he was ‘delivered 


these texts, such a doctrine was tanght by the inspired | They do not introduce him so often in their worship; from the power of darkness.” 


writers. It remains for them to inform us where they | as they do the father, whom they consider the first 


bave learned it. 


In closing these communications we would remark. | would solicit their attention, and would request them |mended a heart; but made it entirely new.” 


ist. That perhaps nothing in the whole materia) world, 
could so fitly be chosen asa figure to represent the 


person in the Godbead. To this inconsistency we 


aesorineard to examine the remarks we have made on 
'this subject. We entered on the consideration of it, 


When the preacher spoke of what the great * physi- 
i cian’ could and would do, he observed, that God never 
Before 
| he concluded his discourse, he addressed particularly 
ithe church; (as he was a transient mivister) those 


spirit of God, as the wind, both of which in the original _ with a sincere desire to ascertain what was the truth. | precious few, who had not been healed ; but made en- 


are expressed by the same, winds. 


What agent in| Whether we have found it we leave our readers to de- tirely new, by the great Physician.” 


He exhorted 


the natural world, is so powerful, yet invisible to us,| termine. It only remains for me to make the following them to ‘‘watchfulness, sobriety and vigilance ;” for 


as the wind? Its power is evident, but we only know 
this from its effects, so is the spirit of God. Indeed, 


apology to them. 
Such then is every text in the bible, where ruh and 


| the heart of mav was desperately wicked, and prone 
'toevil.” I thought if God had (as they probably pre- 


in almost all the uses an | applications of the term spirit, | pneuma occur, and which are rendered spirit by our tend) made their hearts entirely new, and still desper- 
} 


the idea of power isconveyed. Let us glance at one 
or two of them for a moment, and we shall perceive 
this. Is tbe wind an invisible, a powerful agent? So 
is the spirit or power of God. _ By this spirit or power 
he garnished the heavens, and the earth is the work of 
his hands. The power by which all this was done, is 
invisible, but it is evident by these effects produced. 
Is the wind an invisible powerful agent ? so is life, by 
which the beasts of the field, and the bodies of men 
are animated. If we see any machine in motion, we 
naturally ask, by what kind of power are its move- 
ments produced. But what a wonderful machine is 
the body of man? Its movements are astonishing, but 
we seldom reflect on the life or power in it, which pro- 
duces them. But who ever caw life, or who can tell us 
what it is, or describe to us how it operates in the body 
so as to produce such effects? The effects are visible, 
but it like the wind is mvisible. . Is the wind an invis- 
ible and powerful agent? So is the mind of man to 
which the word spirit is also applied. But do we see 
the wind? No, we only see it in the effects which it 
has produced. We see it, in its deep investigations 
into the works of God, and in the stupendous works 
which it can contrive and direct the hand to execute. 
Newton, Franklin, and many others hare had minds of 
astonishing power. But who can- tell us how mind 
and body are connected, and how the former operates 
on the latter. The effects are visible, hence saith Eli- 
hu, ‘‘There isa spirit in man, and the inspiration of 
the Almighty giveth him understanding.» The union 
of body and mind, and their mutual dependance on 
each other to produce such effects are evident. A se- 
vere blow, has destroyed the brightest genius, and at 
death, the body is not only motionless, but it rapidly 
hastens to corruption. . In short, we mighi go over all 
the applications of the term spirit in scripture, and 
should see, that the idea of power was conveyed by it. 
All power is of God, and it is by his spirit or power, 
tike the wind blowing where he listeth, that all things 
are upheld, as well as brought at first into existence. 
Whatever power, or wisdom, or gifts of any kind, with 


which men have been endowed, all are from him, for | 








translators. We have studied to be accurate, but it 
would be next to a miracle, if no mistake or oversight 
has occurred among such a croud of texts, which our 
readers have seen, we have been obliged to examine. 
We feel confident, none have been overlooked on 
which the doctrine of a third person in the Godhead 
can be founded. This examination, was undertaken 
eight or ten years ago for our own personal satis- 


|ately wicked they were in a desperate situation in- 
| dee! 

it appears evident that human nature is now what it 
lever was; and is now what it ever will be, so long as 
human nature remains corrupt. Human nature was 
| the same in St. Paul after his conversion as before.— 
| He said that *‘sin dwelt in him—that evil was present 
| with him—that flesh lusteth against the spirit ;” and 


} 


faction, without any anticipation of ever pub-|those “‘who walked according to the flesh, should be 


lishing a line on the subject. The notes have been 
given pretty much as taken at that time. We 
are deeply sensible of many defects in them, many of 


| brought into condemnation. Evil, sin and tempation 


| were present with the apostle, but we do not learn 


that he yielded tothem. St. John testifies, that ‘he 


which we certainly would have attempted to remove, | that saith he hath no sin, deceiveth himself ;” yet this 


again, and transcribe what was then written. But to 
this labor I could not submit, nor would my time per- 
mit it. Ifthey are of any benefit, I shall be glad of 
it, and am pleased to be rid of such papers, which I 
had often thought of throwing into the fire, having 
served ali the purpose for which they were originally 
intended. 


I am yours, &c. MrKRos. 





FOR THE UNIVERSALIST MAGAZINE, 
TOTAL DEPRAVITY. 


All acquainted with the general views entertained 
by modern theologians, know that depravity in toto, 
is one of the prime articles of confession among them. 
The writer of this article was favored with an oppor- 
tunity of attending a few days since, on the ministry 
of Mr. F. a zealous advocate for this unreasonable no- 
tion. He chose for his text these precious words of 
the propbet Jeremiah: ‘ls there no balm in Gilead, is 
there no physician there.” 

He spoke of sin as a disease, which was introduced 
by Adam; and, that one transgression had ‘brought 
death temporal, spiritual and eternal;’’ and that ‘tall 
disorder and sickness wero ihe effects of sin.”” 

He then endeavored to substantiate the doctrine of 








had our time allowed us toreview the whole ground | same apostle in the same book said, ‘‘whosoever is born 


of God and dwelleth in Christ, dot’. not commit sin.” 
There is a difference between a man’s having sin in his 
flesh, or being tempted, and yielding to it ;—tberefore 
let not sin reign ip your mortal body ;” but grace reign 
through righteousness, saith PAULOS. 


x 





To Readers and Correspondents. 


“44 Lover of Plain Truth” is informed that his com- 
munication, being in reply toa piece which has not 
appeared in the Universalist Magazine, would not be 
understood by our readers. 





Just Published and for Sale at this Office, 
Rev. Mr. Cobb’s Sermon. 


We have just received a Sermon preached by Rev. 
S. Cop, before the Eastern Association, last June, 
from Acts xvii. 30, 31, ‘And the tumes of this igne- 
rance God winked at; but now commandeth all men 
every where to repent; Because he hath appointed a 
day, en the which he will judge the world in righieous- 
ness, by that man whom he hath ordained, whereof he 
hath given assurance unto all men, in that he hath rais- 
ed him fromthe dead.” We feel at a loss for terms to 
express our uncommon gratification with this perfor- 
mance. For clearness of illustration, and impressive 
manner, we have seldom, if ever, known it surpassed ; 
and we earnestly recommend it tothe attention of oar 





total depravity. Although his arguments with some 


readers, both in the city and country. 
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From the Christian Intelligencer. 
MORNING MEDITATION. 


Ere the eastern sky was replete with the blushes of 
morn, | repaired to the delightful grove, to slake my 
thirst at the chrystal fountain, regale my lungs with 
the salubrious air, and add strength and vigor to my 
limbs, while my epirits were exhilirated by the en- 
chanting scenery around me. Probably no situation is 
petter calculated to impress gratitude and praise upon 
the mind, than to retire from the surrounding objects 
of art, and the bustle of life, to make discoveries of | 
the wonderful works of God, as exhibited in rich Pro- | 
fusion, in the fields of nature. Placed in a condition 
favorable to undisturbed contemplation, I gazed on all 
(he objects around, and, regardless of the trifling sub- 
jects, which we should at times dismiss from our recol- 





lection, Jost myself in admiration and wonder. 

The music of the winged songsters, raising their: 
notes in pleasing numbers at the approach of morn, | 
while at well known intervals respondent voices joined | 
the general concert, reminded me of the strange in- 
sratitude aud insensibility of man. The whispering 
breezes and the fanning gales passed smoothly by, and | 
evening zephyrs returned at the morn, o’erspreading 
the plains with pleasure and delight. The vast ex- 
panse, unruffled by the impending storms, displayed a 
scene sublime; till, at length, the king of day arose in» 
cloudless majesty and splendor, proclaiming to all | 
creation, the joyful tidings of his golden reign. While | 
thus beholding the various orders and grades of being, 
moving in their proper spheres, without interruption or 
confusion, | could not but reflect on the great eternal 
scheme, in which the hand of God is beheld, wheeling 
in invariable rounds the vast concerns of the universe, 
l asked myself the question, What is the character of | 
the Being, who upholds and superintends the world ' 
and all which it contains? When, as if from between 
the cherubim which overshadow the mercy seat of 
the Eternal, a mild voice was heard, **Gop1s Love.” | 
My son! was filled with pleasure; and I turned my, 
thoughts to His word, where | could trace, in golden 









adding, the house is not to be opened to any but chris- 
tian denominations.* 

It may not be improper to state, that after the de- 
struction of the Methodist house by water, a few years 
since, Mr. Bently and his society occupied the Univer- 
salist Chapel in this city for about one year, free of all 
expense. ZeELOTES FoLuer. 


It is with regret we publish the above letter, as it 
shows the Methodist preacher of Norwich to be desti- 
tute of charity, without which al! his christian profes- 
sion is nothing, only evidencing that he has a name 
that he lives although he is dead. Universalists 


| should render good for evil, blessing for cursing, pray- 


ers for reviling, and in thus paging the footsteps of Je- 
sus and copying the example of God, they will certain- 
ly triumph; for light is older than darkness, and must 
prevail; truth is older than falsehood, and must con- 
quer. 


* However, the proprietors bear sale, and I am to 
be admitted. 
— re 6 a 


FRANKLIN ASSOCIATION, 


Notice is hereby given, that the Franklin Associa- 
tion of Universalisis will meet at Wilmington, Vt. on 
the third Wednesday in October next, agreeably to 
adjournment. All ministering brethren whocan make 
it convenient are requested to attend, and all Univer- 
salist Societies in this region are invited to send one or 
more delegates each. Joun Brooks, Clerk. 

Bernardston, Aug. 25, 1825. 





DR. FRANKLIN. 


The following is the conclusion of a Will made by 
Dr. Franklin as early as the year 1757, on the eve for 
sailing for England: It has, we believe, never before 
been in print, & is now published as an additional proof 
of the pure sentiments and virtuous principles of that 
truly great man.—Frank, Gas. 


‘‘And now humbly returning sincere thanks to God 


lines, all I desired or wished to know—*‘He is good to for producing me into being, and conducting me hith- 
all—His tender mercies are over all his works—We erto through life so happily, so free from sickness, pain 
are also the offspring of God—Have we not all one and trouble, and with such a competency of this 
Father? hath not one God created us?” Yes; and world’s goods as might make a reasonable mind easy ; 


“He doth not affiict willingly nor grieve the children of that he was pleased to give me such a mind, with 


men. 
scourgeth every son whom he receiveth.’’ Ah, then, | 
said |, never will] such a Being exercise revenge or | 
indignation, that would furiously drive his own offs- | 
pring from the light of his countenance forever. The 
voice of nature and of inspiration united, loudly re- 
wonstrates against such barbarous conclusions. 

Meditations so divine rising and kindling into exta- 
cies and raptures, I insensibly commingled my praises 
with the melody of the grove and the fragrance of the 
enamelled landscape, chanting with pleasure, the sen- 
timent I learned—My ‘*Gid is Love.” 





From the (Hartford) Religious Inquirer. 
METHODIST LIBERALITY. 


Norwicna, Ava. 27, 1825. 


Mr, Bisbe.--Within a few months the Methodist so- 
ciety in this place have, with the assistance of Univer- 
salists, and gentlemen of other persuasions, been ena- 
bled to erect a house for public worship. It was a- 
greed by the Methodists that the house should be open 
to all christian denominations, and at all times, when 
they should not wish to use it. ‘The house is situated 
in a flourishing village at the falls, about a mile from 
the Port, in which reside several Universalists, who, 
being anxious to hear me preach on the Sabbath at 5 
o'clock, applied to Mr. Bently, the minister of the so- 





ciety, for the house, who gave them a promp refusal, 


For, whom the Lord Joveth, he chasteneth, and moderate passions, or so much of his gracious assistance | 


in governing them, and to free it early from ambition, 
avarice and superstition, common causes of much un- 


| easiness to men; that he gave me so long to live in a 


land of liberty, with a people that I love, and raised 
me, though a stranger, so many friends among them, 
bestowing on me, moreover, a loving and prudent wife 
and dutiful children: for these and ali his other in- 
numerable mercies and favors, I bless that Being of 
beings who does not disdain to care for the meanest of 
his creatures. And I reflect on those benefits received 
with the greater satisfaction, as they give me sucha 
confidence in his goodness as will, | hope, enable me 
always in all things to submit freely to his will, and to 
resign my spirit cheerfully into his hands, whenever he 
shall please to call for it; reposing myself securely in 
the lap of God and nature, as a child in the arms of an 
affectionate parent. B. FRANKLIN. 





Vrom the Gospel Advocate. 


RISE OF THE GANGES. 


Accounts have been received in London from one of 
the missionaries at Serampore, of an unexampled rise 
of the waters ofthe Ganges, which swept away in that 
place and its vincinity, several hundred houses, and 
drowned some thousands of the inhabitants. ‘ The 
large Baptist mission house, in which were alh the 
printing presses, bas beep nearly destroyéd,, although 


VF. 
oa 





59 


some of the paper and types was saved, as were all the 
manuscripts. The large new college also is safe, hav- 
ing been built on higher ground. The venerable mis- 
sionary, Dr. Carey, was in the mission house at the 
time (in a convalescent state, after a fever,) and as the 
waters advanced, he was with difficulty removed : 
soon after which the walls fell, and all was deso- 
lation.” 


Our Baptist brethren are at liberty to consider the 
above mentioned disaster a ** judgement” or any other 
thing else they please, Their “large Baptist mission 
sion house’’ was probably built at the expense of wid- 
ows, orphans, kitchen maids, and other objects of com- 
misseration ; and we should be as much entitled to be- 
lief, should we assert this to be a judgment upon the 
promoters of the missionary scheme, as those are who 
assert the ridiculous stories which are commonly de- 
nominated ‘awful warnings,’ &c. And we might 
perhaps add that it is as likely to be the truth, that the 
Ganges was swelled by the tears of the pennyless, as it 
is that God goes out of his way to pull down houses 
and kill sinners. 








THE USE OF REASON IN MATTERS 
OF FAITH. 


In treating of human reason, as in most other cases, 
men are liable to wide extremes. In regard to the use 
of this faculty in matters of faith, some will assert its 
all-sufficiency, believing that any other knowledge is 
useless than what is, or may be attained by its own 
unassisted light ; and of course, that no special revela- 
tion from heaven has ever been made, because no such 
was necessary. Others, again, acknowledge a revela- 
tion from God, but deny the usé and competency of 
human reason to understand or apply the great truths 
which that revelation establishes. However wide 
these extremities may at first appear, yet they natur- 
ally meet in one point ; and both leave us without any 
revelation at all, we might say, without any knowledge 
atall. The truth of this may he easily illustrated. 
We know that good glasses will enable us to discover 
objects at a much greater distance than we can 
without them. Suppose then, that it was proposed to 
view an object with a telescope, say the ring of 
Saturn, or the satellities of Jupiter. But you are told 
_ by one, that he has little confidence in the instrument, 
and on the whole, that he can see as far as he wishes 

with the naked eye, and therefore will not take the 
| trouble to employ the glass. Another tells you, that 
as his eye-sight is weak and deceptive, he is determin- 
|ed to trust wholly to his telescope, for all his observa- 
tions, without employing his eyes at all, except in 
suitable subserviency to the instrument. Certainly, it 
‘cannot be hard to determine, in these cases, that 
neither of the persons would behold the objects men- 
tioned ; the one for the want of the glass, and the oth- 
er, because he will not nse his eyes in looking through 
it. And though it may be argued, that a man witb his 
eyes open, and yet unassisted by a glass, can see fur- 
ther than one, with the best telescope, with his eyes 
shut; still, admitting the existence of the facts sup- 
posed to be discovered by revelation, (and this is the 
ground we take) the man with reason without revela- 
tion, and the other with revelation without reason, 
would both be in the same circumstances; neither 
would be benefitted by the truths which revelation. 
proposes. 

Admitting the fact of a special revelation from God, 
it will naturally follow, that, while reason mnintains 
het appropriate dominion, and discovers and explains 
those things which are come within her own sphere of 
examination, there are other concerns of great mo- 
ment, which revelation alone is competent to deve- 
lope. Itis, in reality, no disparagement to human rea- 
son, to say this. any more than it is to the eye, to say, 
| that, unassisted by propér“instruments, it cannot see 
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very distant objects. We admire the power of reason 
to make useful discoveries in philosophy, to range 
through the sciences, and enrich herself from the fields 
of nature. In these she exercises her appropriate 
functions. 
these cases revelation is not necessary. 


ton were aided by any precial communication from 
heaven; or that the nature of the case required any 
such communication; on the contrary. that a strong, 
active and intelligent mind, with a powerful attach- 
meut to mathematical pursuits, was all, of nearly all, 
which was necessary to the adoption of the system 
which that great man established. | 
If our distinction between rearon and revelation, is 
so far correct; if we have, with any tolerable accura- 
«y, defined the offices and powers of each; it will be 
proper io the next place, to inquire whether revelation 
van be as useful to mankind, without reason, as reason 
without revelation? In answer to this question, we 
say, generally, that such an ipference does not neces- 
sarily follow from what we have laid down, in the pre- 
ceding observations. But still the question is suscep- 
tible of a more particular and definite answer. It is 
sometimes argued, that reason has no agency at all in 
matters of faith ; and that, in the momentous concerns 
of religion, she must be content to stoop submissively 
toa higher authority. We take leave here to make 
these two remarks; first, the same persons who make 
the foregoing declaration, will as readily as others, go 
into an argument, when it suits their occasions. Ad- 
vance a single sentiment, that opposes the dogmas of 
their system, and even propose such sentiment in the 
express words of the scripture, and they will, at once, 
attempt to shew that you are in a mistake; and will 
endeavor to do this by reasoning. Secondly. It is pro- 
per to’observe, that, when a man denies the agency of 
reason in divine things, he is not always aware of the 
endency of his proposition, nor of the difficalty into 
which it may lead him. The truth is, he will not 
have a single weapon left, with which to oppose the 
most ridiculous absurdities, and most abominable er- 
rors that can be advanced. For, let us suppose him 
engaged in conversation with a riged Catholic, who 
gravely asserts the doctrine of transubstantiation, 
that is, that the consecrated wafer, used in the sacra- 
ment of the eucharist, is REALLY and ESSENTIALLY 
the body and blood of our Lord. Now what argument 
is the Protestant to offer, who denies the office of rea- 
son in religion, to confute the proposition? The Cath- 
olic cites his authority, he produces the very words of 
Christ, “this 1s my body.” It will not do to reply that 
the above doctrine is unrearonable, as to say this, will 
imply that reason bas investigated it, which will be a 
virtual denial of the position assumed before. It will 
not do to say, the words “‘this is my body” are merely 
figurative ; for this would imply, that reason has been 
employed to determine what is figurative and what is 
literal. A man so circumstanced, could do nothing 
better than join issue with the Papist, confess that the 
doctrine of transubstantiation is a sacred mystery, al- 
together above reason, and even contrary to it, and a- 
gree to receive this, or any other dostrine which may 
be proposed, without controversy or investigation.— 
When he had done this, he might easily proceed to 
what the adoption of such a principle naturally leads, 
and finally erect the same standard of faith as the an- 
cient father, ‘‘Credo quia impossibile est,” I believe it, 
because it is impossible. 

Perhaps the idea under discussion may assume a dif 
ferent form, and we may be told, that we make reason, 
after all, to be the standard or rule in matters of faith. 
and impiously strive to bring the word of God to bend 
to its dictates. We have not, however, indicated any 
thing of this kind, but on the contrary, have intimated 
our conscientious belief, that the subjects which reve- 
lation opens to us, are. not discoverable by reason.— 
But we have not therefore. asserted, that reason has 
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nothing, ta do, in-assisting our minds to understand and lhe doubts not but with due attention it may be made 


apply the great truths of revealed religion. 


we argued, that because revelation exhibits truths that | 
feason is incompetent to discover, therefore, toase | of 
We are likewise willing to allow, that in|truths, when discovered, are CONTRARY to reason.— |'Gol’s impartial and illimitable grace, in the free and 
We have no | Both these notions we disavow. We have before prov-.| unconditional salvation of all mankind, 
evidence, that the great discoveries of Sir Isaac New-/ed, that eyes are necessary to enable us to discover | wise be the care of the editor to correct all such abuses, 


‘objects at such a distance as to require the use ofa 
telescope. And it certainly no more foilows that the 
'traths which revelation presents, are contrary to sound, 
| reason, than it does, that the use of glasses, by which 
we see objects at 2 great distance, is directly contrary 
to the laws of natural optics. Say then, that the 
scriptures furnish the only rule of faith and practice ; 
and we shall still be obliged to confess, that we must 
| know the use of this rule, before we can apply it to 
any advantage. And here our reason performs its of- 
fice. Otherwise, we fix man, with the Bible in bis 
|hands, in the situation of an illiterate person, into 
| whose hands a mathematician should put a scale for 
|the exact admeasurement of all bodies, assuring him 
|it is a perfect rule, a just standard, and that while he 
‘follows it, he will always measure with aceuracy ; 
_ while the man who hears this, understands not one of 
| the lines or figures upon the instrument. What bene- 
| fitis a rule or standard in religious concerns, without 
the free exercise of reason in its use and application? 








FOR THE UNIVERSALIST MAGAZINE, 


TEARS OF A MOTHER. 





|OThe following lines. were prompted by the tears, 


| which I saw a mother shed for the loss of her Son, 


in a storm at sea. 


The Father of our. spirits rode 

Amidst that dire commotion, 

When stormy winds and troubled flood: 
Rais’d fearfu) expectation ; 


And when all hope of life had fled, 
When strength and hearts had yielded, 
He made the waves a peaceful bed, 
For now His mercy shielded. 


Where stormy winds can rage no more, 
With angry waves combining, 

His peaceful soul shall there explore 
Bright sunshine ever smiling. 


From his full cup could he impart 
One drop of sacred pleasure, 

Eas’d of its pain, thy peaceful heart 
Would store the golden treasure. 


Or could you know the last adieu, 

When sinking in the ocean, 

The dying son addrest to you, 

| And taste his pure devetion, 

Those tears of grief should soon give place 
To those of gratulation ; 


And sorrow’s heart should drink the peace 
Of sweetest consolation. H. B. 
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PROPOSALS, 
FOR PUBLISHING BY BUBSCRIPTION, 
At CLEAVELAND, Ohio, 
A WEEKLY PAPER—TO BE ENTITLED THE 
MESSENGER OF SALAATION. 
To BE EDITED BY J. 5. GREEN, PREACHER 
OF THE GOSPEL. 
The Editor has been induced to undertake the pub- 
the kind is greatly needed in this quarter of our Lora’s 


heritage, where the inquirers after the truth are nu- 
merous,.and the want of ministers is severely felt ; and 
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lication of this Paper, from an impression that one of 


Nor have.| the instrament, iu the hands of God, of doing much 


good. 
: The title of the work will best proclaim the object 


its publication to support and defend the doctrine of 
It will like- 


and to expose all such impositions, as shail come to bis 
knowledge. 
Communications are earnestly requested from per- 


‘sons of other denominations, so disposed, who will at 


all times find our columns open for the publication of 
their favors, so long as they are confined within the 
limits of decency, and the mild spirit of that Gospel 
which speaketh peace to them that are afar off, and to 
them that are nigh. 

The MESSENGER OF SALVATION Will consist chiefly 
of original matter, occasionally interspersed with such 
selections, from the most eminent writers, as will ren- 
der it interresting and instructive. 

Conpitions--The Messenger of Salvation will be is- 
sued from the press weekly, after January Ist, 1826, 
(provided sufficient encouragement is offered by the 
20th of November next) printed on fine paper, with 
handsome type. in octavo form, and will consist of 52 
numbers of 8 pages each, with an Index at the end of 
the year, making in a!l 420 pages to each volume.— 
It will be sent to subscribers by mail, or otherwise. as 
directed, at €2 per annum, payable within one month 
from the publication of the first number. 

Persons obtaining subscriptions for 10 copies, and 
becoming responsible for the payment of the same 
within the time specified, will be entitled te the Ith 
copy, and in thaf proportion for a greater or less num- 
ber.’ 


N. B. No subscription will be received for less than 
siX months. 





MARRIED IN THIS CITY, 

By Rev. H. Ballou, Mr. Samuel Dwinell, of Roxbu- 
ry, to Miss Catherine Owens, of Boston. 

By Rev. S. Streeter, Mr. James Swift Tremere to 
Miss Catherine Hutchinson. 

By Rev. Mr. Wisner, Mr, Charles C. Remsted to. 
Miss Lydia C. Hubbard. 

By Rev. Mr. Sharp, Mr. Samuel Maxwell, merchant 
of Lynn, to Miss -usan W. Heard, of this city. 

By Rev. Mr. Sabine, Mr. Benjamin R. Grossman to 
Miss Abigail Emery. 





DIED IN THIS CITY, 


Mr. Enoch Kendall, aged 40. Mr. Wm. Fustis 
Locke, aged 24. Mr. Dennis Ryan a native of Ire- 
land, aged 74. Mrs. Ruth Nance, aged 37, wife o 
Mr. George N. Dr. Percival Hall, aged 84, a surgeon 
in the army of the Revolution. 

On Sunday evening last, George William, son of 
Mr. George and Mrs. Sarah Howe, aged 4 years 11 
months. 

In Carver, Mass. June 17, 1824, Hannah Perkin: 
Bent, aged 2 months. 

July 12th, 1825, Hannah, wife of John Bent, 2d, ag- 
ed 24, and on the 8th inst. Harriet Thompson, bis ouly 
child, aged 4 months. 


Go lovely babe, go sleep in death’s embrace ; 
The Mother and thy Sister ’s gone before, 

To kindly seek for thee, in beay’n, a resting place ; 
There they will meet thee on the blissful shore. 


Nor will that Parent, thou hast Jeft behind, 
Rebuke the hand that took thee from his breast ; 
Kut, to his heav’nly Father’s wil] resign’d, 

Wait, till he’s call’d to meet you all in rest. 
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Cash received on account of the Universalist Magazine. 


Mr. Julius Clark, Lebanon, Con, $2 

Daniel Dutch, Salem, Mass. 

E. Page, Esq. Dunstable, Mass. 

Wm, Parker, Roxbury, Mass. 

Geo, M. Perry, Dover, N. Y. 

Joseph Willard, Langdon, N. H. 

Joshua Gilman, East Williamstown, Vt. 
Rev. A. Kinsman, Granville, N. Y. 
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HENRY BOWEN. 





October 1, 1825. 








